Trinity Episcopal Church

Torrington, Connecticut

The Great Vigil of Easter with Holy Baptism
and Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows
April 19, 2025
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Weicome to Trinity Episcopal Church.

Whoever you are and wherever you may be on your spiritual journey, we are glad you have joined us for worship. May
you know the presence of the living God who welcomes you here. You are invited to participate in worship by using
this leaflet and the blue Hymnal, and you ave invited to sit, stand, or kneel as you are able. The full text of the
prayers can be found in the Red Book of Common Prayer and are indicated with “BCP” in the leaflet.

A note on children, or anyone else who might not be able to sit still through a long service:
Jesus welcomed the little children, and so do we! We can abide with a little “joyful noise” at Trinity.
If you need to get up and walk around, the outer aisles of the sanctuary are available.
If you need to step out for any reason, the Upper Parish Hall (found through a doorway in the front left of the
sanctuary, behind the organ console) has restrooms with a changing table,
as well as an area with couches and a children’s area.

Please make yourselves comfortable and know that you are welcome.
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The Lighting of the Paschal Candle

We gather in the Tower entrance on Water Street or sitting in the Sanctuary if you prefer.

In the darkness, fire is kindled; after which the Bishop addresses the People:

Bishop: Dear friends in Christ... Let us pray. BCP 285
The Bishop prays the Collect.
People: Amen.

The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire and the People’s candles are lighted (tilt the unlit
candle towards the lighted candle). We process inside in the following order:
Thurifer, Assisting Priest, Presider, Readers, Choir, Acolyte,
Candidates for Baptism and Reaffirmation with sponsors, and the People of God

We pause three times and sing:
Cantor People
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The light of Christ. __ Thanks be to God.

The Exsultet is now sung as follows BCP 286

Rejoice now... one God, forever and ever.
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- A-men____

The Cantor continues
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Let us give thanks_ to the Lord_ our God.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly right and good... and who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

People:
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The Liturgy of the Word
Bishop: Let us hear the record of God's saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; and
let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption.

All are seated. Because of the reflective nature of the Vigil readings,
the traditional responses after the readings are omitted.

L. The Story of Creation: Genesis 1:1-2:4a Read by Bruce and Eleanor Fox

Response: Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26 in unison
Give thanks to the Lord because he is good. God’s faithful love lasts forever!
Give thanks to the God of all gods— God’s faithful love lasts forever.
Give thanks to the Lord of all lords— God's faithful love lasts forever.
Give thanks to the only one who makes great wonders— God’s faithful love lasts forever.
Give thanks to the one who made the skies with skill— God’s faithful love lasts forever.
Give thanks to the one who shaped the earth on the water— God's faithful Iove lasts forever.
Give thanks to the one who made the great lights— God’s faithful love lasts forever.
The sun to rule the day— God’s faithful love lasts forever.
The moon and the stars to rule the night— God’s faithful love lasts forever!
God remembered us when we were humiliated— God’s faithful love lasts forever.
God rescued us from our enemies— God’s faithful love lasts forever.
God is the one who provides food for all living things— God’s faithful love lasts forever!
Give thanks to the God of heaven— God's faithful love lasts forever!

Collect
Bishop: Let us pray.
All stand, and silence is kept for silent prayer. Then the Bishop prays the collect.
People: Amen.

II. The Flood: Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18, 8:6-18, 9:8-13 Read by Lydia Babbitt

Response: Psalm 46 in unison
God is our refuge and strength, a help always near in times of great trouble.
‘That’s why we won’t be afraid when the world falls apart,
when the mountains crumble into the center of the sea, when its waters roar and rage,
when the mountains shake because of its surging waves. Selah
There is a river whose streams gladden God’s city, the holiest dwelling of the Most High.
God is in that city. It will never crumble. God will help it when morning dawns.
Nations roar; kingdoms crumble. God utters his voice; the earth melts.
The Lord of heavenly forces is with us! The God of Jacob is our place of safety. Selah
Come, see the Lord’s deeds, what devastation he has imposed on the earth—
bringing wars to an end in every corner of the world,
breaking the bow and shattering the spear, burning chariots with fire.
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“That’s enough! Now know that I am God!

I am exalted among all nations; I am exalted throughout the world!”
The Lord of heavenly forces is with us! The God of Jacob is our place of safety. Selah

Collect

Bishop: Let us pray.

All stand, and silence is kept for silent prayer. Then the Bishop prays the collect.

People: Amen,

II1. Abraham’s Sacrifice of Isaac: Genesis 22:1-18

Response: Psalm 16 in unison

Protect me, God, because I take refuge in you.
I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord.
Apart from you, I have nothing good.”
Now as for the “holy ones” in the land,
the “magnificent ones” that I was so happy about;
let their suffering increase because
they hurried after a different god.
[ won’t participate in their blood offerings;
I won’t let their names cross my lips.
You, Lord, are my portion, my cup;
you control my destiny.
The property lines have fallen beautifully for me;
ves, I have a lovely home.
I will bless the Lord who advises me;
even at night I am instructed
in the depths of my mind.
I always put the Lord in front of me;
I will not stumble because he is on my right side.

That’s why my heart celebrates and my mood is joyous;

yes, my whole body will rest in safety
because you won’t abandon my life to the grave;
you won’t let your faithful follower see the pit.
You teach me the way of life.
In your presence is total celebration.
Beautiful things are always in your right hand.

Collect

Bishop: Let us pray.

Read by Claudia Buick

All stand, and silence is kept for silent prayer. Then the Bishop prays the collect.

People: Amen.



IV. Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea: Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 Read by Newlin Keen

Response: The Song of Moses in unison

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted;

the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea.
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; the Lord has become my Savior.
This is my God and I will praise him, the God of my people and I will exalt him.
The Lord is a mighty warrior; Yahweh is his Name.
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea;

the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea.
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; they sank into the depths like a stone.
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might;

your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy.
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods?

who is like you, glorious in holiness, awesome in renown, and worker of wonders?
You stretched forth your right hand; the earth swallowed them up.
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed;

with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling.
You will bring them in and plant them on the mount of your possession,
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord,

the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established.
The Lord shall reign for ever and for ever.

Collect
Bishop: Let us pray.
All stand, and silence is kept for silent prayer. Then the Bishop prays the collect.
People: Amen.
V. A new heart and a new spirit: Ezekiel 36:24-28 Read by Melita Harris

Response: The First Song of Isaiah (Isaiah 12:2-6) In unison

Surely, it is God who saves me;
I will trust in him and not be afraid.
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense,
and he will be my Savior.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing
from the springs of salvation.
And on that day you shall say,
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
Make his deeds known among the peoples;
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
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and this is known in all the world.
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy,
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

VL. The valley of dry bones: Ezekiel 37:1-14 Read by Beth Steinberg

Response: Psalm 143 In unison

Listen to my prayer, Lord! Because of your faithfulness, hear my requests for mercy!
Because of your righteousness, answer me!
Please don’t bring your servant to judgment, because no living thing is righteous before you.
The enemy is chasing me, crushing my life in the dirt,
forcing me to live in the dark like those who’ve been dead forever.
My spirit is weak inside me—inside, my mind is numb.
I remember the days long past; I meditate on all your deeds; I contemplate your handiwork.
I stretch out my hands to you; my whole being is like dry dirt, thirsting for you. Selah.
Answer me, Lord—and quickly! My breath is fading.
Don’t hide your face from me or I'll be like those going down to the pit!
Tell me all about your faithful love come morning time, because I trust you.
Show me the way I should go, because I offer my life up to you.
Deliver me from my enemies, Lord! I seek protection from you.
Teach me to do what pleases you, because you are my God.
Guide me by your good spirit into good land.
Make me live again, Lord, for your name’s sake.
Bring me out of distress because of your righteousness.
Wipe out my enemies because of your faithful love.
Destroy everyone who attacks me, because 1 am your servant.

Collect
Bishop: Let us pray.
All stand, and silence is kept for silent prayer. Then the Bishop prays the collect.
People: Amen.

VII. The gathering of God’s people: Zephaniah 3:14-20 Read by Rhys Withnell

Response: Psalm 98 In unison

When the Lord changed Zion’s circumstances for the better, it was like we had been dreaming,
Our mouths were suddenly filled with laughter; our tongues were filled with joyful shouts.
It was even said, at that time, among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them!”
Yes, the Lord has done great things for us, and we are overjoyed.
Lord, change our circumstances for the better, like dry streams in the desert waste!
Let those who plant with tears reap the harvest with joyful shouts.
Let those who go out, crying and carrying their seed,

come home with joyful shouts, carrying bales of grain'
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Collect

Bishop: Let us pray.
All stand, and silence is kept for silent prayer. Then the Bishop prays the collect.
People: Amen.

Bishop:
Sponsors:
Bishop:

Sponsors:
Bishop:
Sponsors:
Bishop:
Sponsors:

Bishop:

Sponsors:
Bishop:
Sponsors:
Bishop:
Sponsors:
Bishop:
Sponsors:
Bishop:
Sponsors:

Bishop:
Sponsor:
Bishop:
Candidate:
Bishop:
Candidate:

Holy Baptism of Matilda Elizabeth Combs

and Renewal of Baptismal Vows of Richard Santiago
All are invited to gather around the Baptismal Font.

The Presentation
The candidate for Baptism will now be presented.
I present Matilda Elizabeth to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian
faith and life?
[ will, with God’s help.
Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?
[ will, with God’s help.
Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?
[ renounce them.
Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of
God?
[ renounce them.
Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
[ renounce them.
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
I do.
Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
[ do.
Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?

I do.

The other Candidate will now be presented.

I present this person who desires to reaffirm his baptismal vows.
Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?

[ do.

Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?

I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord.



Bishop:

People:
Bishop:

Bishop:
People:
Bishop:
People:

Bishop:
People:

Bishop:

People:
Bishop:

People:
Bishop:
People:
Bishop:
People:
Bishop:

People:
Bishop:

People:

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life
in Christ?

We will!

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own
baptismal covenant,

The Baptismal Covenant
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread,
and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to
the Lord?
1 will, with God’s help.
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every
human being?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect and restore the beauty and
integrity of all creation?

I will, with God’s help.



Prayers for the Candidates
Bishop: Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth and
for this person who has renewed their commitment to Christ.
After each bidding, the People respond:
People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Then the Bishop prays the collect.

People: Amen.
Thanksgiving Over the Water
Bishop: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Bishop: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Bishop: We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water... To him, to you, and to the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever.
People: Amen.

The Baptism
After the Baptism, the Bishop says
Bishop: Let us welcome the newly baptized.
People: We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified,

proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

The Reaffirmation

We pray for Richard and the Bishop lays hands on him. The Bishop adds a concluding Collect.
People: Amen

All may greet the newly baptized and those who hawe reaffirmed their vows with joy!



At the Eucharist

The Easter Proclamation Said three times
Bishop: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People:  The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The Altar candles are lighted from the Paschal Candle, the lights are tumed on,
and candles may be extinguished, then we sing together:

Canticle: Gloria in excelsis, $-278 Setting: William Mathias
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The Collect of the Day
Bishop:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Bishop:  Let us pray.
The Bishop prays the collect.
People: Amen

Epistle Reading Romans 6:3-11
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Easter Alleluia
All stand. After the Epistle, this Alleluia is traditionally sung three times by the Cantor,
at successively higher pitches, with the Congregation repeating it each time:

ﬁ%%@

Al-le - - - h - ia.
The Holy Gospel Luke 24:1-12
Assisting Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

After the Gospel:
Assisting Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Homily The Rt. Rev. Laura Ahrens
A period of silence for meditation and reflection follows the Sermon.
The Peace
Bishop: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

You are invited to share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another.



The Holy Communion

At the Offertory as the Table is set, we gratefully offer back to God a portion of what God has given us, symbolically, through
the bread and wine, hymn sung by the congregation, and the money and gifts we give.
You are invited to give as you feel called, either by placing your offering in the plate as it is passed around
or by going to our website, wwurw. trinitytomington.org/donate.

At the Offertory: Heavenly Light Alexander Kopylov

Sent from heaven, thy rays were given on great and small to shie, O Light Divine!
May each soul in sorrow's night, see the heavenly light! Thou blessing to all creation, lead us to our
salvation! All those whose feet may falter, lead unto the sacred altar!
Oh, shine from above, Divine Light of love! Show us the way unto our God, we pray!
Thou our beacon and guide shalt be! Light Divine, we praise Thee!

Presentation Hymn 380, verse 3 All stand _
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The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer D BCP 372
Bishop: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Bishop: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Bishop: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Bishop: It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks... as we sing:



Sanctus, S-128 Setting: Wm. Mathias
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Bishop: We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power... and offering to you, from the gifts you
have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.

People: We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our God

Bishop: Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us...
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty
God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.

People: AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364

Bishop: And now as our savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

All:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever
and ever. Amen.

The Bishop breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept, then all sing:
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Fraction Anthem, S-155 Setting: Wm. Mathias
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Communion of the People

All are welcome at the Table of the Lord, either for communion or a priestly blessing.
An usher will guide you up the center aisle if you choose to come forward.
For those who desire communion, you may receive the bread (or gluten free wafer) at the front of the altar.
We have two chalices: one on the right for sipping, and one on the left for intinction (dipping).
As always, receiving communion in one kind (just bread) is considered valid. If you prefer to receive a blessing, come to the altar
with your arms crossed over your chest, and the Bishop will be honored to bless you.
If you need communion brought to your pew, please speak to an usher.
A note on safety: Hand sanitizer is available to the left of the altar.

Music at the Distribution: Hymn 304 I come with joy to meet my Lord Tune: Land of Rest
The Postcommunion Prayer All stand BCP 366
Bishop: Let us pray.

People: Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the

most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us
in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs
of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given
us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you,
and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing All stand. After each bidding the people respond with “Amen.”
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Closing Hymn 296 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more Tune: Engelberg

Dismissal
Assisting Priest:
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Postlude Toccata gilbert m. martin

What is the Easter Vigil?

The liturgy intended as the first (and arguably, the primany) celebration of Easter in the BCP (pp. 284-95). It is also known
as the Great Vigil. The service begins in darkness, sometime berween sunset on Holy Saturday and sunrise on Easter, and
consists of four parts: The Service of Light (kindling of new fire, lighting the Paschal candle, the Exsulter); The Service of
Lessons (readings from the Hebrew Scriprures interspersed with psalms, canticles, and prayersl; Christian Initiation (Holy
Baptism} or the Renewal of Baptismal Vows; and the Eucharist. Through this liturgy, the BCP recovers an ancient
practice of keeping the Faster feast. Believers would gather in the hours of darkness ending ar dawn on Easter to hear
scripture and ofter prayer. This night-long service of prayerful warching anticipared the baptisms that would come ar first
light and the Easter Eucharist. Faster was the primary baptismal occasion for the early church ro the practical exclusion of
all others. This practice linked the meanings of Christ's dying and rising to the understanding of baptism.

(From the “An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church, A User Friendly Reference for Episcopalians,” Don $. Armentrout
and Robert Boak Slocum, edirors)

Assisting in ‘Today’s Liturgy

Presider and Preacher =~ The Rt. Rev. Laura Ahrens

Assisting Priest The Rev. Nikolaus Combs

Minister of Ceremonies The Rev. Carrie Combs

Acolyte Ella Frauenhofer

Thurifer Caroline Sienkiewicz

Vigil Readers Bruce Fox, Eleanor Fox, Lydia Babbitt,

Claudia Buick, Melita Harris, Newlin Keen,
Beth Steinberg, Rhys Withnell

Lector Mary Smegielski
Intercessor Lynn Skokan
Usher/Greeters Lydia Babbitt, Conrad Sienkiewicz
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TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Mission Statement:

“We are an inclusive and accepting downtown community, welcoming
all to join us on our journey to seek and share God’s abundant love
through worship, the arts, and service in our community.”

Sunday Worship at 9:00 AM:
Holy Eucharist 1%, 3, and 4™ Sundays

Morning Prayer 2" and 5% Sundays

Trinity Staff:
The Reverend Carrie Combs, Priest in Charge

Timothy Wallace, Music Director
Ms. Melanie Lay, Administrative Assistant, Bookkeeper

Vestry:

Lydia Babbitt, St. Warden, Dr. Roger Coutant, Jr. Warden
Robin Turpin, Treasurer, Dana Farr, Clerk Gary Grant, Building Warden
Naomi Cardello, Ella Frauenhofer, Dr. Jessica Magda,

Bob Naeher, Richard Santiago, Lynn Skokan

220 Prospect St. Torrington, CT 06790 (860) 482-6027
WWw.trinity-torrington.org

Art artribution: Hochhalter, Cara B.. Easter Morning, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbile Divinity Library,
Nashville, TN. lirrps://diglib libyrary vanderbilr edu/act-imagelink pl!/RC=59270 {retrieved April 16, 2025). Criginal source: Cara B. Hochhalter.

Music reprinted under OneLicense AT05248. All rights reserved.
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